AGENDA REPORT

To: Mayor Pat Humphrey and the Clare City Commission
From: Jeremy Howard, City Manager
Date: October 17, 2024

Regarding: Intergovernmental Agreement — Isabella County Register of Deeds Services

For the Agenda of October 21, 2024

Background. The city recently received a proposed contractual agreement (azt’d) from the
Isabella County Equalization Director, to allow the city’s assessors digital access to the Register
of Deeds records. The Equalization Director’s initial concept was for Isabella County
Equalization to distribute the digital deeds. That concept has changed for a variety of reasons
and the Assessor will now have the ability to directly pull their deeds from the Isabella County
Register of Deeds via an online account. This has been adopted by the Isabella County Board
of Commissioners to clarify access to the Register of Deeds online digital information.

The City Commission is asked to approve the contractual agreement.

Issues & Questions Specified. Should the City Commission approve the agreement with the
Isabella County Register of Deeds & Equalization Department?

Alternatives.
1. Approve the agreement.
2. Do not approve the agreement.
3. Defer this matter to a subsequently scheduled City Commission meeting.

Financial Impact. There is no cost to the city for this service.

Recommendation. | recommend that the City Commission approve the contractual agreement
and authorize its City Manager to sign said agreement on behalf of the City of Clare by adoption
of Resolution 2024-083 (att’d).

Attachments.
1. Proposed Agreement.
2. Resolution 2024-083.



INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT

This Intergovernmental Agreement is made this 218t day of  October , 2024,
by and between Isabella County, on behalf of the Isabella County Register of Deeds, and the
City/Township of City of Clare (Isabella County Local Unit of Government),

and it is hereby agreed:

(1) The Isabella County Register of Deeds is the County Officer charged by Michigan’s
Constitution and statutes with the responsibility of recording, indexing and maintaining land

records, along with providing for public review, reproduction and inspection under MCL 53.94
and MCL 600.2567.

(2) The Isabella County Register of Deeds is responsible pursuant to MCL 211.41a to furnish each
Township Supervisor a statement giving the names of the parties to the instrument recorded, a
description of the parcel(s), and the interest in land conveyed.

(3) The Isabella County Register of Deeds pursuant to MCL 211.27a(10) is responsible to notify
each local assessing officer in Isabella County of any recorded deeds, land contracts, and
conveyances by and to trusts.

(4) In lieu of providing copies, the MCL 211.41a statement and charging the statutory fee for MCL
211.27a(10) records, the Isabella County Register of Deeds agrees to provide to the local unit of
government, through the County Equalization Department, digital copies of the recorded land
transfers, at no charge, which shall be for the sole purpose of the Isabella County Equalization
Director’s or local assessor’s compliance with statutory duties.

(5) In no event shall the Isabella County Equalization Director or any local unit use the documents
provided above to create or maintain a tract index or abstract of title.

(6) The local unit of government agrees, in light of receiving the digital copies of land records
from the Register of Deeds at less than the statutory fee of $1.00 per page, and in lieu of a statement
of recorded conveyances, that none of the recorded documents, copies or images provided by the
Isabella County Register of Deeds and used by the Isabella Equalization Department or local
assessor shall be sold, distributed, downloaded or duplicated without the express written
permission of the Isabella County Register of Deeds. Nor shall any of the recorded documents
provided be downloaded or stored in whole in a Geographic Information System and/or Imaging
System.

(7) If the Isabella County Equalization Director or a local unit provides copies of the recorded land
records received from the Isabella County Register of Deeds in response to a Freedom of
Information Act request, the local unit agrees to collect the statutory fee of $1.00 per page for the
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records under FOIA on behalf of the Isabella County Register of Deeds, and shall promptly remit
the statutory fees recovered under FOIA to the Isabella County Register of Deeds.

(8) This Agreement is terminable by either party at any time with or without notice.

ISABELLA COUNTY LOCAL UNIT OF GOVERNMENT
By: By:
Tobin D. Hope, Chairperson
Isabella County Board of Commissioners Title:
Dated: Dated:
By:

Karen Jackson
Isabella County Register of Deeds

Dated:




RESOLUTION 2024-083

A RESOLUTION OF THE CLARE CITY COMMISSION FOR AN CONTRACTUAL
AGREEMENT FOR DIGITAL SERVICES WITH THE ISABELLA COUNTY
EQUALIZATION DEPARTMENT AND THE ISABELLA COUNTY REGISTER OF
DEEDS OFFICE.

WHEREAS, the city desires to enter into an agreement with the Isabella County
Equalization Department and the Isabella County Register of Deeds office for digital access to
records for use by the city’s Assessing Department; and

WHEREAS, there is no cost to the city for said services; and

WHEREAS, said digital services provided by the Isabella County Equalization Department
and Isabella County Register of Deeds office are deemed to be necessary to conduct assessing
functions for the City of Clare.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City Commission of the City of Clare
hereby approves a contractual agreement between the City of Clare and Isabella County Equalization
Department and Isabella County Register of Deeds office, said contract to commence upon signing.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Clare City Commission hereby authorizes its
City Manager, to sign the Contractual Agreement on behalf of the City of Clare.

ALL RESOLUTIONS AND PARTS OF RESOLUTIONS INSOFAR AS THEY CONFLICT
WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THIS RESOLUTION BE AND THE SAME ARE HEREBY
RESCINDED.

This Resolution was introduced by Commissioner and supported by Commissioner
. The Resolution declared adopted by the following roll call vote:

YEAS:
NAYS:
ABSENT:

Resolution approved for adoption on this 21% day of October 2024.

Diane M. Lyon, City Clerk



