
AGENDA REPORT 

 

TO: Mayor Pat Humphrey & Clare City Commissioners 

FROM: Diane Lyon, City Clerk 

DATE: August 31, 2023 

RE: *Communications 

 

For the Agenda of September 5, 2023 

 

*Note:  This is a Consent Agenda item and is considered as routine by the City Commission.  

As such, this matter shall be automatically enacted by one motion with all other Consent 

Agenda items unless a Commissioner or citizen requests this item be individually discussed, 

in which event it shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered and acted upon 

in its designated sequence on the approved Clare City Commission agenda of September 5, 

2023. 

 

FOIA Requests & Responses:  The most recent FOIA list, requests, and responses are attached 

for information.  SES Environmental, SmartProcure, Red Rock Realty. 

 

Mobile Food Distribution:  A mobile food distribution will take place on September 9, 2023, 

starting at 9:00 a.m., at the Clare County Fairgrounds in Harrison.   

 

Public Notice Announcement and Request for Comment: The Cannabis Regulatory Agency of 

LARA will hold a meeting on September 14 at 9:00 a.m. to hear complaints and receive the 

views of the public on CRA’s administration of the authorities, powers, duties, functions, and 

responsibilities under Michigan’s marijuana laws. 

 

Annexation Notice to the State of Michigan:  The City has filed annexation documentation of 

city-owned parcels 18-002-20-015-00 & 18-002-30-016-00 with the Office of the Great Seal. 

 

MML Dividend Notice: The Michigan Municipal League has announced the 2023 member 

dividends. 

 

Michigan Public Service Commission News Releases: The MPSC announced the approval of rate 

increases for natural gas customers of Consumers Energy Co., and Michigan Gas Utilities Corp. 

 

The MPSC requests comment on a proposal to connect utility earnings with reducing the 

duration and frequency of electrical outages. 

 

Consumers Energy Co Public Hearings: The MPSC will hold two public hearings on September 

12, 2023, for Consumers Energy Co.   The first hearing for CE to receive approval of its Energy 

Waste Reduction Plan for 2024-2025.  The second hearing is to receive the approval to 

commence a renewable energy cost reconciliation proceeding for the 12-month period that ended 

December 31, 2022. 

 

Site Plans, Special Use Permits, Variance Requests & Public Notices:  None at this time. 

 

Attachments.  As noted above. 
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2023-001 12/28/22 POLICE 01/03/23 01/03/23 01/10/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 22-673
2023-002 01/10/23 4:58 PM CLERK 01/10/23 01/10/23 01/17/23 email Sue Wentworth-CMDHD H2O test results for 10130 Rock Rd
2023-003 01/11/23 7:47 AM CLERK 01/11/23 01/11/23 01/19/23 email TWG Acquisitions-The Warren Group current tax season roll
2023-004 01/10/23 FIRE 01/17/23 01/17/23 01/24/23 mail LexisNexis Fire Report (car fire 11/26/22)
2023-005 01/24/23 3:23 PM CLERK 01/24/23 01/24/23 02/01/23 email American Transparency-Open the Books 2022 ee's & elected officials
2023-006 01/27/23 POLICE 01/30/23 01/30/23 02/06/23 mail Metropolitan Reporting Bureau Accident Report 23-12
2023-007 02/13/23 2:22 PM CLERK 02/14/23 02/14/23 02/21/23 email Ken Deloian Smart Procure Purchasing data 11/14/22-current
2023-008 02/16/23 11:00 AM CLERK 02/16/23 02/16/23 02/23/23 email Brian Hart Medical Examiner Services
2023-009 02/16/23 11:29 AM CLERK 02/16/23 02/16/23 02/23/23 email Justin Weeda-Consumers Energy Fire Report 8531 N Crawford Rd
2023-010 02/16/23 3:26 PM CLERK 02/16/23 02/16/23 02/23/23 email Darren Whitman Police Report on Jerry Woodrow Deceased
2023-011 02/14/23 POLICE 02/21/23 02/21/23 02/28/23 mail LexisNexis accident report 23273 Cadillac, MI
2023-012 03/01/23 FIRE 03/06/23 03/06/23 03/14/23 mail Metropolitan Reporting Bureau Fire Report 8151 N Mission
2023-013 03/01/23 POLICE 03/06/23 03/06/23 03/14/23 mail Metropolitan Reporting Bureau Accident Report - at Culvers (private prop)
2023-014 03/02/23 CLERK 03/06/23 03/02/23 03/10/23 email Tom Dunn Oaths-CC, Treasurer, Clerk, BOR, Assessor & Assessing Tech., Office Asst.
2013-015 03/08/23 12:29 PM CLERK 03/08/23 03/08/23 03/16/23 email Lynn Patterson Police Report on Jerry Woodrow Deceased
2023-016 02/23/23 CLERK 02/23/23 02/23/23 03/02/23 mail Minute Man Services Destiny Bryce Employment Records
2023-017 03/15/23 10:02 AM CLERK 03/15/23 03/15/23 03/23/23 email Lynn Patterson Police Report on William Conn
2023-018 03/15/23 10:43AM CLERK 03/16/23 03/16/23 03/24/23 email Casee Scheurer-Farm Bureau Insurance Police Report 23-71-4 3/12/23 Colton Hopp
2023-019 03/30/23 10:49 AM CLERK 03/30/23 03/30/23 04/06/23 email Sara Moon Police Report involving Caitlyn & Kevin Emry
2023-020 03/28/23 FIRE ?? 04/03/23 04/10/23 MAIL LexisNexis Fire Report - car on 3/25 Surrey Rd.
2023-021 04/05/23 10:29am CLERK 04/05/23 04/05/23 04/13/23 in person Tom Dunn Oaths-Assessing team, L-4035 filed 3/13/23
2023-022 04/07/23 FIRE 04/11/23 04/11/23 04/18/23 mail Metropolitan Reporting Bureau Fire Report 306 State St. 04/06/23
2023-023 04/16/23 5:06 AM CLERK 04/17/23 04/17/23 04/25/23 email Angel Tormis-Steep Steel Water Tower Leases & 24 months of payments
2023-024 04/15/23 6:06 AM CLERK 04/17/23 04/17/23 04/25/23 email Steph Beltinck QVF in CSV format for 5/1/23 and 11/22 election
2023-025 04/18/23 7:06 AM CLERK 04/18/23 04/18/23 04/26/23 email Mia Rhodes-Trimble Maps truck routes
2023-026 04/13/23 FIRE 04/18/23 04/18/23 04/25/23 mail LexisNexis car fire report - Manee St.
2023-027 04/20/23 10:11 AM CLERK 04/20/23 04/20/23 04/28/23 email Carol Majewski-Clare Co Senior Svcs vandelism report for 210 Wilcox Pkwy
2023-028 04/21/23 12:41pm CLERK 04/24/23 04/24/23 05/02/23 email David Boutrous-Plunkett Cooney Clare County Incident 21-168-6
2023-029 04/23/23 12:09pm CLERK 04/24/23 04/24/23 05/02/23 email Yehuda Miller 2020 Election Records
2023-030 04/17/23 CLERK 04/24/23 04/24/23 05/01/23 mail Michael Rost Property, Casualty & Health Insurance renewal summaries
2023-031 04/17/23 CLERK 04/24/23 04/24/23 05/01/23 mail LexisNexis 23-161
2023-032 04/26/23 7:31 PM CLERK 04/27/23 04/27/23 05/03/23 email Rhea Mae Lumanog-Deltek, Inc. UV replacement contract  info
2023-033 05/07/23 7:04 PM CLERK 05/08/23 05/08/23 05/16/23 email Clarissa Filhart May 2 2023 Vernon Twp EPB History CSV Files 
2023-034 05/09/23 9:58 AM CLERK 05/09/23 05/09/23 05/17/23 email Stephnie Beltinck printed QVF EPB Data in CSV format for 5/2/23 election
2023-035 05/11/23 3:59 PM CLERK 05/15/23 05/15/23 05/22/23 email Tracee Chaney-Reynolds GZA FD Files #1-420 West Main Street, Clare MI 48617
2023-036 05/16/23 8:16 AM CLERK 05/16/23 05/16/23 05/24/23 email Ken Deloian Smart Procure Purchasing data 02.13.23-current
2023-037 05/16/23 11:14 AM CLERK 05/16/23 05/16/23 05/24/23 email Clarissa Filhart EPB History CSV Files for John Audretsch & Mel Johns
2023-038 05/16/23 2:58 PM CLERK 05/16/23 05/16/23 05/24/23 email Tracee Chaney-Reynolds GZA FD Files #1-420 West Main Street, Clare MI 48617
2023-039 05/05/23 POLICE 05/16/23 05/16/23 05/23/23 mail LexisNexis 23-207
2023-040 05/18/23 CLERK 05/18/23 05/18/23 na verbal John Waddington 2020 Police Report



2023-041 05/16/23 POLICE 05/22/23 05/22/23 05/30/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 230008040
2023-042 05/21/23 8:16 PM CLERK 05/22/23 05/22/23 05/31/23 email Clarissa Filhart Clerk's oath and official bond
2023-043 05/22/23 CLERK 05/30/23 05/30/23 06/06/23 mail LexisNexis Fire Report 5/21/23 11448 Shore Dr, Lake
2023-044 05/22/23 POLICE 05/30/23 05/30/23 06/06/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 23-237
2023-045 05/22/23 POLICE 05/30/23 05/30/23 06/06/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 23-234
2023-046 05/23/23 POLICE 05/30/23 05/30/23 06/07/23 mail Metropolitan Reporting Bureau Accident Report 23-146
2023-047 05/31/23 POLICE 06/06/23 06/06/23 06/13/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 231343
2023-048 05/31/23 CLERK 06/06/23 06/06/23 06/13/23 mail LexisNexis Harrison Fire Report 10401 Cathleen Dr.
2023-049 05/31/23 POLICE 06/06/23 06/06/23 06/13/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 231343
2023-050 06/06/23 POLICE 06/12/23 06/12/23 06/19/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 23-260
2023-051 06/16/23 POLICE 06/22/23 06/22/23 06/29/23 mail Paige N Bachelder Any and All ped/motor accident 07/07/2020
2023-052 06/26/23 CLERK 07/03/23 07/03/23 07/11/23 mail LexisNexis Fire Report,  8870 Cornwell, Harrison, 5/8/23
2023-053 07/05/23 CLERK 07/10/23 07/10/23 07/17/23 mail Outside Legal Councel Fire Withholding (three years)
2023-054 07/08/23 CLERK 07/10/23 07/11/23 07/18/23 email Charles Blackwell GOP Incident Report of 7/8/23
2023-055 07/08/23 CLERK 07/10/23 07/11/23 07/18/23 email Carl Gustin-Fox 17 News GOP Incident Report of 7/8/23 + video
2023-056 07/11/23 CLERK 07/11/23 07/12/23 07/19/23 email Rachel Just-Sinclair Broadcast Group GOP Incident Report of 7/8/23
2023-057 07/11/23 CLERK 07/11/23 07/12/23 07/19/23 email Craig Mauger-Detroit News GOP Incident Report of 7/8/23
2023-058 07/11/23 POLICE 07/11/23 07/12/23 07/19/23 email Patrick Livingston-Up North Live GOP Incident Report of 7/8/23
2023-059 07/10/23 POLICE 07/10/23 07/11/23 07/18/23 email John Hogan-Wood TV GOP Incident Report of 7/8/23
2023-060 07/10/23 POLICE 07/10/23 07/11/23 07/18/23 email Alethia Kasben-Gongwer New Svc GOP Incident Report of 7/8/23
2023-061 07/11/23 POLICE 07/11/23 07/12/23 07/19/23 email Cole Waterman-MLIVE GOP Incident Report of 7/8/23
2023-062 07/07/23 POLICE 07/12/23 07/12/23 07/19/23 mail Metropolitan Reporting Bureau Car jacking report 07/03/23
2023-063 07/13/23 CLERK 07/13/23 07/13/23 07/21/23 email Ray McCall & Clarissa Filhart Qualified Voter File Data
2023-064 07/13/23 CLERK 07/13/23 07/13/23 07/21/23 IN PERSON Ashley Jasmund-DCISA Employment file Claire Kaisler
2023-065 07/13/23 CLERK 07/13/23 07/13/23 07/21/23 email Helena Alves-PZR zoning, varinaces, site plans for 202 N. McEwan, 051-081-014-00
2023-066 07/13/23 CLERK 07/13/23 07/13/23 07/21/23 email Alexandra Sims-PZR Fire & building code violations
2023-067 07/26/23 1:59pm CLERK 07/21/23 07/24/23 08/01/23 email Morgan Shier Assault/Disturbing the peace @ Farwell Elementary School
2023-068 07/28/23 POLICE 07/31/23 07/31/23 08/07/23 mail Law Office of Cy Weiner Car vs Pedestrian 20-247  all video/reports 
2023-069 08/02/23 4:17 PM CLERK 08/02/23 08/02/23 08/10/23 email Ibrahim Dabaja GOP Fight at Doherty
2023-070 08/03/23 CLERK 08/07/23 08/07/23 08/14/23 mail Secrest Wardle accidents involving loose tires/wheels/lugnuts 2015-2023
2023-071 07/31/23 FIRE 08/07/23 08/07/23 08/14/23 mail LexisNexis Fire Report 311 W 7th
2023-072 08/08/23 CLERK 08/14/23 08/14/23 08/21/23 mail Gray, Sowle, Iacco & Richards Police Report-Tammy Lamerand 8/5/20, 424 Wilcox Pkwy
2023-073 08/11/23 POLICE 08/14/23 08/14/23 08/21/23 mail Metropolitan Reporting Bureau Report #23-476 Vehicle Vandalism
2023-074 08/14/23 CLERK 08/14/23 08/14/23 08/14/23 mail Secrest Wardle-Jeffrey Bullard accidents involving loose tires/wheels/lugnuts 2020-2023
2023-075 08/16/23 9:30 AM CLERK 08/21/23 08/21/23 08/28/23 email Elizabeth Wallace Environmental for 8920 N. Mission Rd.-Clare Auto Auction
2023-076 08/21/23 10:30 CLERK 08/21/23 08/21/23 08/29/23 email Ken Deloian Smart Procure Purchasing data 11/14/22-current
2023-077 08/14/23 POLICE 08/21/23 08/21/23 08/28/23 mail LexisNexis 23-419
2023-078 08/11/23 POLICE 08/21/23 08/21/23 08/28/23 mail LexisNexis fire report 11706 Clarabella
2023-079 08/17/23 FIRE 08/21/23 08/21/23 08/28/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 126 N Broad St, Harrison
2023-080 08/23/23 POLICE 08/28/23 08/28/23 09/05/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 23-480
2023-081 08/25/23 POLICE 08/29/23 08/29/23 09/06/23 mail LexisNexis Accident Report 23-485
2023-082 08/25/23 POLICE 08/29/23 08/29/23 09/06/23 mail LexisNexis Auto Theft Report 23447
2023-083 08/24/23 CLERK 08/28/23 08/28/23 09/05/23 email Ryan Wilson, Red Rock Realty CofO on multiple parcels
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Diane Lyon

Subject: FW: SmartProcure FOIA Request to Clare City For PO/Vendor Information

From: Ken Deloian <kdeloian@smartprocure.com>  
Sent: Monday, August 21, 2023 10:30 AM 
To: FOIA <FOIA@cityofclare.gov> 
Cc: kdeloian@smartprocure.com 
Subject: SmartProcure FOIA Request to Clare City For PO/Vendor Information 
 
Good morning Ms. Lyon, 
 
SmartProcure is submitting a FOIA request to Clare City for any and all purchasing records from 5/15/2023 to current. 
The request is limited to readily available records without physically copying, scanning, or printing paper documents. 
Any editable electronic document is acceptable. 
 
Please advise as to cost, if any, prior to any charges being incurred by your Agency. 
 
As means of an example, please see the attached file we have received before from your Agency. 
 
The specific information requested from your record-keeping system is: 
 
1. Purchase order number. If purchase orders are not used a comparable substitute is acceptable, i.e., invoice, 
encumbrance, or check number 
2. Purchase date 
3. Line item details (Detailed description of the purchase) 
4. Line item quantity 
5. Line item price 
6. Vendor ID number, name, address, contact person, and email address 
If you would like to let me know what type of financial software you use, I may have report samples that help to 
determine how, or if, you are able to respond. 
 
As an added security and privacy measure, there will be a unique upload link for any new requests moving forward, 
including this one. We appreciate your assistance with this request. You may also attach the information to this email. 
 
https://upload.smartprocure.com/?id=c2RqPWEyYjZRMDAwMDA0TG51NlFBQyZzdD1NSSZvcmc9Q2xhcmVDaXR5 
 
If this request was misrouted, please forward it to the correct contact person and reply to this communication with the 
appropriate contact information. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to respond to this email or I can be reached at the phone number below in my 
signature. 
 
 
Best Regards, 
Ken Deloian 
Data Acquisition Specialist 
SmartProcure 
Direct: 5616096943 
Email: kdeloian@smartprocure.com 
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5000 T-Rex Ave.,  Suite # 200 
Boca Raton, FL 33431 
 
 
  



The City of Clare is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
 

FOIA Granted in Part 09/13/17   

 

 

 

 

 

August 21, 2023 

 

Ken Deloian 

Data Acquisition Specialist 

SmartProcure 

5000 T-Rex Ave, Ste 200 

Boca Raton FL 33431 

 

561-609-6943 

kdeloian@smartprocure.com 

 

RE: Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”) Request Response  

  

Your request for public record(s) under the Michigan Freedom of Information Act (“FOIA”), 

dated August 4, 2022 and received August 5, 2022 for the following records is acknowledged 

and your request is hereby Granted for the following information:   any and all purchasing 

records from 5/5/2022 through current 08/08/2022. 

 

The City of Clare’s FOIA Procedures and Guidelines and Summary are available for review on 

our website at www.cityofclare.org.   

 
If your FOIA request has been denied in whole or in part, you may do one of the following at your 

option:  

 

(1) Commence an action in the circuit court to compel disclosure of the public records or 

information within 180 days after the governmental unit’s final determination to deny your 

request. If the circuit court orders disclosure of all or a portion of the public record or 

information, you have the right to receive reasonable attorney’s fees, costs, and disbursements.  

If the circuit court determines that the governmental unit arbitrarily and capriciously denied 

your request, you also have the right to receive punitive damages in the amount of $500.00.  

Please see MCL 12.231 et seq. for further information on the Freedom of Information Act. 

(2) Submit to the City Manager a written appeal that specifically states the word “appeal” and 

identifies the reason(s) for reversal of the denial.  Your appeal should be sent to City of Clare 

– City Manager, 202 West Fifth Street, Clare, MI 48617-1490. 

 

A copy of this request will be kept on file for no less than one (1) year.  
 

Diane Lyon, City Clerk  
      
 

http://www.cityofclare.org/
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Diane Lyon

From: Ryan Wilson <rwilson@redrockrg.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2023 5:57 PM
To: Diane Lyon
Cc: Gabriel Dean
Subject: Certificates of Occupancy 

Diane, Mr. Terry passed along your contact to reach out regarding obtaining cer ficates of occupancy for a few of our 
storage facili es in Clare. I know these aren’t typically a recorded item but the underwriter is reques ng them for a large 
refinance package. Do you by any chance have these on file in your department anywhere? I have the proper es listed 
below, anything you can do to assists would be greatly appreciated! 
 
 

- 3084 E Maple Road, Parcel ID 015-034-302-18 & 015-034-302-19 
- 501 Helen St, Parcel ID 015-034-302-21 
- 643 W 5th Street, Parcel ID 015-330-004-01 
- 9112 E. Washington, Parcel ID 016-034-100-40 

 
Take Care, 
 

 

Ryan Wilson  
Broker 
Phone (334) 301-0416   
Email rwilson@redrockrg.com 
redrockrg.com 
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Diane Lyon

From: Diane Lyon
Sent: Monday, August 28, 2023 11:50 AM
To: 'Ryan Wilson'
Cc: Gabriel Dean; actont@clareco.net
Subject: RE: Certificates of Occupancy 

Hello Ryan, parcels within the City of Clare begin with 051, not 015 or 016.  015 & 016 parcels are not in the City’s 
jurisdic on. 
 
 
3084 E. Maple Road, Parcel ID 015-034-302-18 & 015-034-302-19.  These parcels are not located within the City of 
Clare.  On Google it appears that they are within Grant Township. 
501 Helen St, Parcel ID 015-034-302-21.  This parcel is not located within the City of Clare.  Again, it appears to be in 
Grant Township. 
643 W 5th Street, Parcel ID 015-330-004-01.  This parcel is not located within the City of Clare.  It appears to be in Grant 
Township. 
9112 E. Washington, Parcel ID 016-034-100-40.  This parcel is not even close to the City of Clare.  It appears to be in 
Sheridan Township. 
 
 
 
Diane Lyon, City Clerk 
Clare City Hall 
202 W. Fifth St. 
Clare, MI 48617 
 
Phone: (989) 386-7541 x106 
Fax: (989) 386-4508 
Email:  dlyon@cityofclare.gov 
City Hall office hours Monday -Thursday 7:00am-5:30pm 
 
 
 
 

From: Ryan Wilson <rwilson@redrockrg.com>  
Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2023 5:57 PM 
To: Diane Lyon <DLyon@cityofclare.gov> 
Cc: Gabriel Dean <gabe@mystoragegl.com> 
Subject: Certificates of Occupancy  
 
Diane, Mr. Terry passed along your contact to reach out regarding obtaining cer ficates of occupancy for a few of our 
storage facili es in Clare. I know these aren’t typically a recorded item but the underwriter is reques ng them for a large 
refinance package. Do you by any chance have these on file in your department anywhere? I have the proper es listed 
below, anything you can do to assists would be greatly appreciated! 
 
 

- 3084 E Maple Road, Parcel ID 015-034-302-18 & 015-034-302-19 
- 501 Helen St, Parcel ID 015-034-302-21 
- 643 W 5th Street, Parcel ID 015-330-004-01 
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- 9112 E. Washington, Parcel ID 016-034-100-40 
 
Take Care, 
 

 

Ryan Wilson  
Broker 
Phone (334) 301-0416   
Email rwilson@redrockrg.com 
redrockrg.com 
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Diane Lyon

Subject: FW: Public Records Request

From: Elizabeth Wallace <e.wallace@sesadvantage.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 16, 2023 9:30 AM 
To: Jim Chapman <JChapman@cityofclare.gov> 
Subject: Public Records Request 
 
Mr. Chapman, 
 
I am comple ng a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment for the following property: 
 
Clare Auto Auc on 
8920 North Mission Road 
Clare, MI 48617 
 
I would like to request the following records, if available. 
 
Fire Department 
Records of storage tanks, spills, hazmat responses 
Records of major fire incidents 
 
Thank you for your me, 
 
Elizabeth Wallace 
Project Manager 
3807 Transportation Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46818 
+1 260.497.7645 (office) | +1 260.494.2141 (mobile) 
e.wallace@sesadvantage.com | www.SESadvantage.com 
 

 
 



The City of Clare is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 
 

   

 

 
 

 
 
August 21, 2023    

DENIAL OF REQUEST FOR PUBLIC RECORD 
SES Environmental 
3807 Transportation Drive 
Fort Wayne IN 46818 
 
Tel: (260) 498-7645 
ewallace@sesadvantage.com 
 
RE: FOIA Request #2023-075 Clare Auto Auction-records of storage tanks, spills, hazmat responses, major fire 
incidents. 
 
__X__ Your request as described is denied because it does not exist under information.   A schedule of fees is 
attached for the search and review of records. 
 
                   
NOTICE: This correspondence constitutes a certification that the public records, as indicated, do not exist. 
You have the right to appeal this denial to the City Manager in writing that specifically states the word 
"APPEAL" and indicates the reason or reasons for reversal of the denial, or seek judicial review in the Circuit 
Court within 180 days of a final determination to deny a request. If the Court determines a public record is 
not exempt from disclosure, it shall order its release or production. The burden of proof in Court is on the 
public body. If the Court determines that the public body has been arbitrary and capricious in not disclosing a 
public record, it may award, in addition to actual and compensatory damages, punitive damages not 
exceeding $500.00 
 
The City of Clare’s FOIA Procedures and Guidelines and Summary are available for review on our website at 
www.cityofclare.org.   
 
If your FOIA request has been denied in whole or in part, you may do one of the following at your option:  
 
(1) Commence an action in the circuit court to compel disclosure of the public records or information within 

180 days after the governmental unit’s final determination to deny your request. If the circuit court orders 
disclosure of all or a portion of the public record or information, you have the right to receive reasonable 
attorney’s fees, costs, and disbursements.  If the circuit court determines that the governmental unit 
arbitrarily and capriciously denied your request, you also have the right to receive punitive damages in 
the amount of $500.00.  Please see MCL 12.231 et seq. for further information on the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

(2) Submit to the City Manager a written appeal that specifically states the word “appeal” and identifies the 
reason(s) for reversal of the denial.  Your appeal should be sent to City of Clare – City Manager, 202 West 
Fifth Street, Clare, MI 48617-1490. 

 
A copy of this request will be kept on file for no less than one (1) year.  
 
 
____________________________________________________              August21, 2023 
FOIA Coordinator or Authorized Representative                        Date Denial Approved 
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Diane Lyon

From: Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
<LARA@govsubscriptions.michigan.gov>

Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2023 9:16 AM
To: Diane Lyon
Subject: Public Notice Announcement and Request for Comment

 

  
 

  

Public Notice Announcement and Request for 
Comment 

 
  

To: CRA Stakeholders 

 
  

The Cannabis Regulatory Agency (CRA) will hold a public meeting on Thursday 
September 14, 2023, at 9:30 A.M. For meeting information please see the Public 
Notice Announcement at the following link: September 14, 2023 - Public Notice 
Announcement. 

The purpose of this public meeting is to hear complaints and receive the views of 
the public on CRA’s administration of the authorities, powers, duties, functions and 
responsibilities under Michigan’s marijuana laws. 

While the public hearing will be held in person, members of the public will also have 
the opportunity to attend, participate, and give public testimony via Zoom. The CRA 
encourages members of the public to participate and provide recommendations to 
the CRA. 

 
   

 

 

  

Update your subscriptions, modify your password or email address, or stop subscriptions at any time on your Subscriber 
Preferences Page. You will need to use your email address to log in. If you have questions or problems with the 
subscription service, please contact subscriberhelp.govdelivery.com. 
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This service is provided to you at no charge by Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. 

This email was sent to dlyon@cityofclare.org using GovDelivery Communications Cloud on behalf of: Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs · 
P.O. Box 30004 · Lansing, MI 48909 
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Diane Lyon

From: Michigan Public Service Commission <MPSC@govsubscriptions.michigan.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, August 30, 2023 1:51 PM
To: Diane Lyon
Subject: MPSC approves rate increases for natural gas customers of Consumers Energy Co., 

Michigan Gas Utilities Corp.

 

  

NEWS RELEASE 

Gretchen Whitmer, Governor 
Dan Scripps, Chair 
Katherine Peretick, Commissioner 
Alessandra Carreon, Commissioner 

  

www.michigan.gov/mpsc  

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE   Aug. 30, 2023    

News media contact: Matt Helms 517-284-8300   

Customer Assistance: 800-292-9555   

MPSC approves rate increases for natural gas customers  

of Consumers Energy Co., Michigan Gas Utilities Corp.    

The Michigan Public Service Commission today approved settlement agreements permitting rate 
increases for natural gas customers of Consumers Energy Co. and Michigan Gas Utilities Corp. 
(MGU). 

Consumers Energy  

The Commission approved a settlement agreement permitting Consumers Energy to raise rates by 
$95 million, a more than 55% reduction from the initial $212 million increase the Jackson-based 
utility had sought (Case No. U-21308), to address capital infrastructure improvements, investment 
in technology and operational efficiency, and increased financing costs. The agreement approves 
an authorized return on common equity of 9.9% and a common equity ratio of 50.75%. 

The rate increase will take effect Oct. 1, 2023. A typical residential customer using 100 ccf of 
natural gas monthly will see an increase of $4.20 on their bill, a 4.2% increase.  

The settlement agreement was signed by Consumers Energy, the office of Attorney General Dana 
Nessel, MPSC Staff, and several intervenors in the case: Retail Energy Supply Association 
(RESA), Michigan State University, Residential Customer Group, and Citizens Utility Board of 
Michigan (CUB). Additional intervenors — Association of Businesses Advocating Tariff Equity 
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(ABATE), Energy Michigan Inc. and Lansing Board of Water and Light — signed a statement of 
non-objection. 

Other terms of the agreement: 

 The company is authorized to spend $214 million on its Enhanced Infrastructure 
Replacement Program on a minimum of 110.8 miles of installed main replacement through 
Sept. 30, 2024. The company agrees to work with MPSC Staff and other interested parties 
to provide information on the program’s costs in support of potentially reducing future unit 
costs. 

 Consumers is authorized to implement a pension and other post-employment benefits 
(OPEB) volatility mechanism that will defer for future recovery or refund of pension expense 
above or below $29,547,000 and OPEB expense above or below $31,142,000 beginning 
Oct. 1, 2023. 

 Monthly customer charges will be maintained for residential, A-1, and GS-1 service classes. 
 The company will provide a cost-of-service study that shows allocation of Other Distribution 

Plant by Federal Energy Regulatory Commission account and calculates impact of using 
average and excess allocation and allocating between high pressure and non-high 
pressure.  

 The company will conduct a workgroup to discuss their Group Transportation Service Pilot 
program, including good faith attempts to address reasonable concerns from gas suppliers. 

Consumers’ most recent gas rate increase of $170 million was approved in July 2022. 

Michigan Gas Utilities  

The Commission also approved a settlement agreement permitting MGU to raise its natural gas 
base rate $9.9 million (Case No. U-21366). That amount is more than 48% lower than the $19.1 
million increase sought by the utility to fund safety and reliability upgrades and cover increasing 
costs for materials and labor and the impact of higher interest rates and inflation. 

The rate increase will be effective Jan. 1, 2024. A typical residential customer using 100 ccf of 
natural gas monthly will see an increase of $5.10 on their bill, a 6.6% increase.   

The settlement agreement was reached by MGU, Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel’s office, 
MPSC Staff, and intervenors in the case: RESA, ABATE and CUB.  

The settlement agreement approves an authorized rate of return on common equity of 9.8% and a 
common equity ratio of 51%. Under the agreement, the company also is approved to: 

 Treat its digitization project as a $1.75 million regulatory asset to be amortized over 15 
years beginning Jan. 1, 2024. 

 Maintain its current demand response pilot program. 
 Maintain, with some revisions, the utility’s residential income allowance, low-income 

allowance and senior bill assistance programs. 
 Continue its main replacement program through 2027, with surcharges paused Jan. 1-Dec. 

31, 2024. 
 Maintain a waiver of meter testing requirements until Dec. 31, 2028. 



3

MGU, which serves about 183,000 customers across the western and southern Lower Peninsula, 
was last approved for a rate increase of $9.25 million in September 2021. 

To look up cases from today’s meeting, access the MPSC’s E-Dockets filing system.       
Watch recordings of the MPSC’s meetings on the MPSC’s YouTube channel. 

For information about the MPSC, visit www.michigan.gov/mpsc, sign up for its monthly newsletter 
or other listservs. Follow the Commission on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn.  

DISCLAIMER: This document was prepared to aid the public’s understanding of certain matters 
before the Commission and is not intended to modify, supplement, or be a substitute for the 
Commission’s orders. The Commission’s orders are the official action of the Commission. 
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MPSC seeks comment on proposal to connect utility earnings with 
reducing duration and frequency of electric outages, takes next steps in 

comprehensive utility audit 

The Michigan Public Service Commission today announced next steps in its ongoing efforts to 
address challenges to electric reliability, seeking comment on a straw proposal for utilities whose 
customers experience repeated, lengthy power outages and announcing the start of an audit that 
will examine all facets of the electric distribution systems of Consumers Energy and DTE Electric 
Co. 

The Commission, concerned in particular about the length of time it takes the state’s two largest 
utilities to restore power after an outage and the significant numbers of utility customers 
experiencing repeat outages each year, is seeking comment from stakeholders in its ongoing work 
to improve reliability metrics through the MPSC’s Financial Incentives and Disincentives workgroup 
as part of the MI Power Grid Initiative (Case No. U-21400).  

Among the straw proposal’s potential incentive and disincentive mechanisms: 

 Establishing penalties for utilities whose customers experience four or more sustained 
power interruptions per year. Current service quality standards require that, through 
December 2029, not more than 6% of a utility’s customers may experience more than 4 
sustained outages, and no more than 5% of customers after Jan. 1, 2030. In 2022, DTE 
Electric had 163,417 such customers, and Consumers Energy 173,273, according to annual 
utility reports. 
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 Utilities would be penalized further for having customers experience 7 or more sustained 
power interruptions. Annual reports filed by the utilities indicate DTE Electric had 16,262 
such customers, and Consumers Energy 19,821 in 2022. 

 Utilities would be penalized if a circuit ranked in the top 10 worst-performing circuits for 3 or 
more years within the past 5 years.  

 Considering financial mechanisms connected to the time it takes utilities to restore power, 
including a particular focus on restoration timelines during major storms. 

These are among a number of metrics the Commission proposes to inform the work of the 
Financial Incentives and Disincentives workgroup, launched in April. The workgroup is tasked with 
improving the reliability of Michigan’s electric grid using industry-standard measures of the 
frequency and duration of power interruptions.  

“We share the public’s frustration with the number and duration of power outages, and particularly 
those who experience outages over and over again,” said MPSC Chair Dan Scripps. “By focusing 
on the places where improvement is needed most, we’re working to better connect the financial 
performance of the utilities with the experience of their customers. Today’s actions of offering a 
straw proposal that ties financial metrics to the duration of outages and the number of customers 
experiencing multiple outages each year is a significant step towards that goal.” 

Today’s order seeks comments from stakeholders on the preliminary straw proposal by 5 p.m. 
Sept. 22, with reply comments due by 5 p.m. Oct. 20. Comments should reference Case No. U-
21400. Comments may be mailed to Executive Secretary, Michigan Public Service Commission, 
P.O. Box 30221, Lansing, MI 48909, or emailed to mpscedockets@michigan.gov. Comments also 
may be filed through the Commission’s E-Dockets system at Case No. U-21400; instructions are 
available on the E-Dockets website. 

In addition, the Commission announced today that the State of Michigan on July 11 awarded a 
$1,756,160 contract for the comprehensive audit of Consumers Energy and DTE Electric to Liberty 
Consulting Group, which was selected after a public request for proposals process. Based in 
Lebanon, Pa., Liberty Consulting provides management, planning, operational, financial, 
restructuring, regulatory and policy consulting services in the energy and telecommunications 
industries.  

Under terms of the contract, which was effective Aug. 1, Liberty Consulting must file a summary 
report on the audit’s progress by Dec. 31, 2023, with a final report expected in late summer 2024. 
The audit’s cost will be paid by the utilities, pursuant to state law. 

The Commission in October 2022 announced it would move to hire a consultant to conduct an 
independent third-party audit and review of Consumers and DTE Electric’s electric distribution 
systems, including all equipment and operations (Case No. U-21305). The focus of the audit is on 
reducing the number and duration of outages and identifying improvements needed to increase 
safety, particularly concerning the risk of public contact with downed power lines.  

The need for the comprehensive review of the distribution systems of Michigan’s two largest 
utilities was underscored by the recent storms that spawned seven confirmed tornadoes across 
southern Michigan. The severe weather caused power outages for more than 500,000 customers. 
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“Through the audit, the MPSC looks forward to a gaining a deeper understanding of the challenges 
that DTE Electric and Consumers face as we continue to experience increasingly frequent and 
severe storms so we can develop effective solutions” Commissioner Katherine Peretick said.  

“The results of this audit will help inform what actions need to be taken to significantly improve 
reliability, make Michigan’s electric grid more resilient to extreme weather, and reduce the risks of 
the public coming in contact with downed power lines,” Commissioner Alessandra Carreon said.  

Meanwhile, the Commission today approved a protective order sought jointly by Consumers 
Energy and DTE Energy. The companies sought the order to protect any records or information 
exempt from public disclosure under federal or state statute. The companies specifically sought 
protection for documents or information that’s commercially sensitive, involves security-sensitive 
information about critical energy infrastructure, or contains personally identifiable information (PII) 
about company employees. Because the order protects only highly sensitive data from public 
release, it does not hinder the thoroughness of the audit process or preclude the MPSC from 
sharing key findings of the audit publicly. 

Members of the public may learn more about the work of the MI Power Grid Financial 
Incentives/Disincentives workgroup and sign up for email updates at the workgroup’s webpage. 

Commission approves Indiana Michigan Power Co. contracts 

The Commission today approved several Indiana Michigan Power Co. (I&M) power contracts that 
aim to help the utility meet goals laid out in its first integrated resource plan (IRP) approved by the 
MPSC. 

Today’s order (Case No. U-21189) approves: 

 A power purchase agreement (PPA) with Elkhart County Solar Project LLC for a 100-
megawatt (MW) solar facility in Indiana, with a projected operational date of Dec. 31, 2025.  

 A PPA with Sculpin Solar LLC for the 180-MW Sculpin Solar Project in Dekalb County, Ind., 
expected to be operational by Dec. 31, 2025. 

 A 7-year capacity-only purchase agreement with Rockland Capital for 210 MW of capacity 
accredited by regional transmission operator PJM from the Montpelier Generating Station, a 
natural gas facility in Wells County, Ind. The contract would cover the 2027-2028 through 
2033-2034 capacity years. 

 A purchase and sale agreement with Mayapple Solar Holdings LLC for the 224-MW 
Mayapple Solar Project in Pulaski County, Ind., expected to be in operation by May 2026. 
The Commission declined to preapprove contingency or contingency-like expenses 
associated with the project, noting its long-standing policy of disallowing contingency costs, 
but did not preclude I&M from seeking approval of expenses once costs have been incurred 
and the utility provides evidence of the costs’ reasonableness and prudence. 

The Commission, meanwhile, granted I&M’s application for leave to appeal an administrative law 
judge’s ruling in the case unsealing some testimony that the company contended should be 
protected from public disclosure, but denied the company’s requested relief.  

As part of its IRP, approved in a settlement agreement in February, I&M agreed to procure new 
resources using the MPSC’s request for proposal (RFP) process for 2,160 MW of new carbon-free 
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resources or the expansion of existing resources. The IRP also acknowledged a 750 MW capacity 
need.  

Utility IRPs are long-range plans for meeting customer electric needs in reliable and cost-effective 
ways over a 20-year period, with specific requirements for reporting 5-, 10- and 15-year 
projections. 

For more information, read the MPSC’s issue brief on I&M’s IRP  or our issue brief on IRPs.  

COMMISSION SEEKS COMMENT ON INCREASE OF POWER OUTAGE CREDITS TO $38 
PER DAY TO ACCOUNT FOR INFLATION 

The MPSC is seeking comment on a proposal to increase bill credits for power outages from $35 
to $38, adjusted upward, with rounding, to reflect inflation with a Consumer Price Index (CPI) 
increase of 7.7% (Case No. U-20629). The Commission in March increased power outage credits, 
made them automatic, and indexed them to the rate of inflation, to be adjusted by Oct. 1 each 
year, and today’s order is the first annual CPI adjustment since the new credits were set.  Anyone 
may submit public comment on the proposed revised bill credit. Comments should reference Case 
No. U-20629 and must be received by 5 p.m. Sept. 13, 2023. Comments may be mailed to 
Executive Secretary, Michigan Public Service Commission, P.O. Box 30221, Lansing, MI 48909, or 
emailed to mpscedockets@michigan.gov.  

COMMISSION GRANTS, DENIES SERVICE QUALITY RULES WAIVER REQUESTS FROM 
MULTIPLE UTILITIES 

The MPSC took action on waiver requests from several utilities working to meet new reporting 
requirements established when the Commission adopted updated Service Quality and Reliability 
Standards for Electric Distribution Systems in March. The Commission approved a temporary 
waiver of momentary interruptions reporting requirements for Northern States Power Co.-
Wisconsin and deferred to MPSC Staff the utility’s request to report momentary average 
interruption frequency index in its Case No. U-21122 reporting template (Case No. U-21415). The 
Commission granted a temporary waiver of the momentary interruptions reporting requirement for 
Alpena Power Co. and allowed the utility to apply for an additional waiver, if needed, before the 
current waiver expires (Case No. U-21419). The Commission granted temporary waivers from 
several requirements for Upper Peninsula Power Co. and a permanent waiver of momentary 
outage reporting requirements for customers that do not have automated metering infrastructure or 
where customers have opted out, but denied UPPCO’s request for a waiver for the customer 
outage credits required under SQR Rule 46(2) (Case No. U-21420). The Commission granted 
temporary waivers of the momentary interruptions reporting requirement and response time 
compliance reporting requirement for Upper Michigan Energy Resources Corp. (Case No. U-
21451). These temporary waivers are intended to provide some of Michigan’s smaller utilities with 
time requested to obtain the additional support needed to comply with technical requirements for 
reporting under the Commission’s newly enacted service quality rules.  

MPSC GRANTS CONDITIONAL APPROVAL FOR ACCOUNTING MEASURE FOR 
CONSUMERS ENERGY VEGETATION MANAGEMENT LiDAR PROJECT  

The MPSC today granted ex parte approval to Consumers Energy Co.’s request for the authority to 
create a regulatory asset or liability so the company can defer funding for a mapping project 
related to its vegetation management activities (Case No. U-21460). Consumers is seeking funding 
through the federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act of 2021 for a Public-Private Partnership 
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to Drive Grid and Climate Resiliency Through Combined Remote Sensing Technologies, using 
LiDAR (light detection and ranging) to improve vegetation management. Consumers’ required 
match would be $24.5 million for the overall $82.8 million project. Today’s order allows the 
company to create a regulatory asset or liability until funding is secured and granted, with the 
caveat that the reasonableness and prudence of any expended funds will be reviewed in a future 
rate case. The Commission also conditioned approval on Consumers addressing concerns about 
quantifiable benefits for customers through operational efficiencies, the quantified value of these 
efficiencies, and safety and privacy of data gathered through this effort.  

To look up cases from today’s meeting, access the MPSC’s E-Dockets filing system.       
Watch recordings of the MPSC’s meetings on the MPSC’s YouTube channel. 

For information about the MPSC, visit www.michigan.gov/mpsc, sign up for its monthly newsletter 
or other listservs. Follow the Commission on Facebook, Twitter or LinkedIn. 

DISCLAIMER: This document was prepared to aid the public’s understanding of certain matters 
before the Commission and is not intended to modify, supplement, or be a substitute for the 
Commission’s orders. The Commission’s orders are the official action of the Commission. 
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