
CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

TO: Mayor Pat Humphrey & Clare City Commission  

FROM:   Jeremy Howard, City Manager 

DATE: September 29, 2022 

RE: City Manager's Report  

 

For the Agenda of October 3, 2022 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MDOT 5th Street (M-115) Project.  MDOT is continuing work to resurface 1.2 miles of M-115 from Pioneer 

Parkway to Sunset Avenue (click for map), in the city of Clare. Update:  Lane closures using flagman are 

currently underway.  They did get a late start considering it was a Monday, September 26th start time 

originally.  They are doing the joint repairs at the moment from the tracks heading west.  They are currently 

working in the 300 block and should be in the 100 and 200 block of W. 5th by September 30th and will 

detour traffic down Maple to 4th St.   

 

Public Land Sale.  Recently the City received a letter from the Clare County Treasurer notifying us that 2 

parcels of land, now owned by the County, are going up for bid that are contiguous to our property along 

Brookwood Drive.  The parcels are similar to the property we currently own by Pettit Park along the river.  

I am including the information in case the City Commission desires to bid on the land to try and acquire it.  

The two parcels combined are less than .5 acres.  It would be my recommendation that we do not try and 

acquire the land and that it will hopefully be bought by someone who will allow the parcels to be put back 

on the tax roll and generate tax revenue.  However, if you disagree and would like staff to pursue placing a 

bid, we can certainly do that if that is the desire of the City Commission.  

 

Clare Family Night Out.   Family Night Out is on October 4th! There will be lots of fun activities, cool 

prizes, great food, and much more! This is a FREE family event so bring the whole family out to Clare on 

October 4th!  There will be many participating businesses around town and under the tents in the Wood's 

Household parking lot that will have lots of fun games, prizes, food, activities, and much more! A full 

schedule of events and participants for this fun event are attached in the flyer below. 

 

Sister City – Clare, England.  Recently the City was contacted by Marty Johnson with the Clare County 

Historical Society with a proposal to start a Sister City relationship with Clare, England.  

 

Clare England’s History:  Early in WWII, the US Navy sent the British Navy 50 old destroyers to 

retrofit and use against the Germans. The British renamed the ships for cities in both countries that 

shared common names. One ship, the USS Upshur, was renamed the HMS Clare. After the war, a 

delegation from the Royal Navy visited our city and presented us with items from the ship. The 

badge from the ship is across the street in City Park (picture attached). A ship's log they gave us 

has since disappeared and sadly, no one knows where it's gone.).  Mr. Johnson is proposing an 

“informal” sister city arrangement and mostly it would allow a High School class from each city 

to connect and do most of the work allowing them to gain experience in municipal government 

workings as well as develop relationships with and learn more about their peers in Clare, England.   

 

Below is some additional information and a proposal from Mr. Johnson on how the sister city 

relationship might work. 

 

I contacted Emma Harrington, a teacher at Clare Michigan High School. She's excited and 

wants to have her 12th-grade history class take it on. As to next steps, here's what I will 

suggest: 



1) I will work with Ms. Harrington to contact a school in Clare, England to see if a class 

there wants to work with their city to make us a Sister City. If not, we can work directly 

with their mayor.  

 

2) Students of Ms. Harrington will address our City Council to ask if we'd be willing to 

recognize Clare, England as a Sister City. They would provide their reasons.  

 

3) Both cities create a Proclamation recognizing the relationship. There's a draft template 

available that we/you/I can customize. 

 

4) The students send the Proclamation to England. Clare, England sends its Proclamation 

to our students. Maybe we include a local history book on Clare or something with our 

logo in our mailing. Maybe Pat or Jeremy can FaceTime with Clare, England students 

if they want it. 

 

5) Our students attend a City Council and present the English Proclamation to our city.  

Media is invited. At the same time, the city shows off two roadside signs (for north & 

south of town) that will be installed now that the relationship is formalized.  

 

6) Life goes on as usual.  

 

The above are just my initial ideas. I'd be happy to sit down with anyone from the city, 

perhaps with Ms. Harrington. Please let me know of any concerns or ideas. 

 

Regards, Marty 

 
Attachments:   

1. Letter and Map From Clare County – Land for Sale. 

2. Clare Family Night Out Flyer. 

3. HMS Clare Ship Badge. 










