
AGENDA REPORT 
 

TO:           Mayor Pat Humphrey & Clare City Commissioners 

FROM:     Diane Lyon, City Clerk 

DATE:      February 25, 2026 

RE:           *Professional & Education Training Opportunities 

 
For the Agenda of  March 2, 2026. 

 
*Note: This is a Consent Agenda item and is considered as routine by the City Commission. 

As such, this matter shall be automatically enacted by one motion with all other Consent 

Agenda items unless a Commissioner or citizen requests this item be individually discussed, 

in which event it shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered and acted upon 

in its designated sequence on the approved Clare City Commission agenda of March, 2026 

 

Commissioners are encouraged to attend educational and training events.  Please submit the 

attached Professional Development Training Request to the City Clerk if you are interested 

in attending any educational or training event(s).     

 

1. Michigan Municipal League Upcoming Events.    The MML also provides many 

opportunities for training and professional development to include a vast selection of 

webinars available for viewing.  The current offerings are attached for review & 

consideration. 

 

2. American Planning Association-Michigan Chapter. The Michigan APA likewise offers 

training sessions and onsite workshops for city officials.  If you are interested in having 

the City host an onsite workshop, please contact the City Clerk.  The most current 

opportunities for professional development are attached for your consideration. 

 

 

Attachments:  as outlined above. 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

CITY OF CLARE 
Professional Development Training Request 

 

 

Today’s Date:_   
 

 

Your Name & Title:   
 

 

Name of Training Event: 
 

 

Location of Training Event: 
 

 

Date(s) & Times of Training Event:   
 

 

If you are required to sign up for break-out sessions, which break-out sessions 
& times would you like to attend: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have and special food requirements (if the event is serving food)? 
 
 
 
 
 

Will you need a city vehicle to attend this event?           Yes                         No 
(If the answer is no, a mileage reimbursement form will be provided) 

 

 

Will you need overnight accommodations?                      Yes                         No 
 

 

Do you have special needs regarding accommodations?    
 

 

Please return this completed form to:         Diane Lyon, City Clerk 
202 W. Fifth St. 
Clare, MI 48617 

Or you may email the form to:                       dlyon@cityofclare.gov 
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Diane Lyon

From: MML Leading Edge <akrahn@email.mml.org>
Sent: Thursday, February 19, 2026 12:03 PM
To: Diane Lyon
Subject: There's lots to love about this Leading Edge 💕

 

February 19, 2026 

  

T-Minus Three Weeks to CapCon 2026   
  

 

 
 

Actually, we're 19 days away, and just eight days 

remain until online registration closes! Don’t miss 

your chance to join hundreds of your fellow 

municipal leaders, getting up-to-the-second 

reports on what’s happening in Lansing and D.C., 

hearing from 2026 gubernatorial candidates on 

their vision for Michigan’s future, getting enriched 

at our break-out sessions, and much more. If you 

haven’t yet registered for CapCon 2026, click 

here to join us.   
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If you have registered, be prepared to hit the 

ground running by downloading the CapCon 2026 

app, available at this link and on the app stores 

(search for “Michigan Municipal League”). Plus, fill 

out this form to invite your state legislator to the 

Legislative Breakfast!  

 
 

Nominate Local Leaders for MML Awards  

  

 

 
 

Now’s the time to submit your nominations for the 

MML awards! The Michael A. Guido Leadership 

and Public Service Award recognizes a 

municipal chief elected official who embodies 

professionalism and leadership. The Jim Sinclair 

Exceptional Service Award honors the legacy of 

Rogers City Councilmember Jim Sinclair, an 

advocate for both local government and education 

for elected officials. The Emerging Leader Award 

celebrates the achievements of local government 

officials under the age of 40. Click on each link to 

read more and send us your nominees!  

 
 

2026 Annual Asset Forfeiture Report  

  



3

 

 
 

Every Michigan county, township, city, and village 

must file an annual asset forfeiture report 

online, even if it has no forfeitures to 

report. Any property seized after February 1, 

2016, and forfeited (finalized) during this reporting 

period (Jan. 1, 2025–Dec. 31, 2025) must be 

described in Section C of the online survey. The 

survey link can be found here. Reports must 

be submitted by February 27.  

  

 
 

 

 
 

Upcoming Events  

  

February 20–21 

Elected Officials Academy Winter Core & 

Advanced Summits 

  

February 23 

Live with the League 

  

March 5 

“Digital Accessibility: What’s Changing & 

What to Expect” 

  

March 9 
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Live with the League 

  

March 10–11  

CapCon 2026  

 
 

 

 
 

Partnering for Housing, the Harper 

Woods Way  

  

“This summer, Harper Woods marked a moment 

of partnership,” writes Mayor Valerie Kindle of 

Harper Woods on the League’s People & Place 

Blog. “At the groundbreaking of Fraser Square, we 

celebrated the creation of 71 new homes, many 

priced for families earning 60–120 percent of Area 

Median Income.” The public–private partnership 

that made Fraser Square a reality included 

developers, MSHDA, and the local school system. 

“This kind of collaboration is what's at stake when 

Lansing considers laws that preempt local zoning,” 

writes Mayor Kindle. “Fraser Square shows a 

better path: partnership, local stewardship, and 

shared responsibility.”   

  

Read Mayor Kindle’s full op-ed on the People & 

Place Blog, join the chorus of “partnership over 
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preemption” and show your support for the 

League’s proposed MI Home Program! 

 
 

 

 
 

Digital Accessibility: What’s 

Changing & What to Expect  

  

The U.S. Department of Justice has finalized new 

ADA Title II regulations requiring governments to 

make their websites, mobile apps, and digital 

services accessible to people with disabilities. 

They apply to new content as well as some 

existing digital materials that remain available to 

the public.  

  

To help our members understand these changes, 

the League will host a free webinar at noon on 

March 5. This webinar will provide a clear, 

practical overview of what digital accessibility is, 

why it matters, and what it requires. Register 

here!  

 
 

 

 
 

Farmington: Getting Artsy with It    

  

"The City of Farmington’s collaborations support 

its vision of leveraging public art as an economic 
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driver,” writes Estelle Slootmaker in Common 

Ground Media, in partnership with the MML 

Foundation. In 2025, the city hosted the four-day 

Arts and Amicizia Cultural Exchange with its new 

sister city Vacri, Italy, which boosted revenue for 

local small businesses. The city's DDA also brings 

murals, rotating exhibits, and installations 

downtown. 

  

“As a small city of 11,000 people, our business 

attraction and economic development strategy 

revolves around driving visitors to our spaces,” 

says Mayor Joe LaRussa. “Art has been a big part 

of what makes downtown Farmington a special 

place.” Read the full article here!  

 
 

 

 
 

Upcoming Deadlines 

  

February 27 

Annual Asset Forfeiture Report 

  

March 5 

All-America City applications due 

  

April 1 
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Local Bridge Program applications due 

  

April 15 

USDA Value-Added Producer Grant 

applications due  

  

April 24 

Guido, Sinclair, & Emerging Leader 

Award nominations 

  

May 1 

Michigan Green Communities Challenge  

 
 

 

 
 

It's Easy Being Green with the MGC 

Challenge   

  

Michigan Green Communities wants to recognize 

your community's sustainability work! Sign up for 

an account and fill out the MGC Challenge survey 

by May 1. Signing up also gets you access to 

exclusive peer networking, TA opportunities, and 

more. Learn more and take the challenge here!  
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Local Bridge Program—Applications 

Open!   

  

The Michigan Department of Transportation is now 

accepting candidate projects for the Local Bridge 

Program! Selected projects will be funded during 

the 2029 fiscal year. Applications may be 

submitted by the local agency owner or their 

consultant, with a limit of three applications per 

local agency. Be sure to submit your applications 

by April 1 for consideration. Find more details on 

our Inside 208 Blog!  

 
 

 

 
 

Deadline Extended: All-America City 

Award   

  

Is your community strengthening civic health and 

building trust? Apply to become a 2026 All-

America City and show off how your community 

comes together to make decisions and solve 

problems! The application deadline has been 

extended to March 5, so if you were on the fence 

before, now’s the time to share your civic story! 

Learn more and apply here.  
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